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DfE Evidence shows that a 

pupil’s progress and attainment 

is affected if their attendance 

falls below 90%.

Attendance Matters



● 90% attendance = 19 days off = 
95 missed lessons that may 
never be repeated.

● The odds of year 11 pupils 
achieving a grade 5 in English 
and maths almost double if their 
attendance is over 95 per cent, 
compared to those who miss 
between 5 and 10 percent of 
lessons

Attendance Matters



Year 9 autumn 2026



● OECD research shows that parents 
simply taking and interest and 
asking about learning can make a 
significant difference to outcomes

● A reminder that all subjects publish 
the half termly topics being studied 
by each year group on our website 
under Curriculum->Subjects



Key Dates
Autumn Progress Report W/B | 2nd November 2026

Spring Progress Report W/B | 11th January 2027

Parents’ Evening | Thursday 4th February 2027

Year 9 Options Evening | Thursday 4th March 2027

Activities Week | 28th June - 2nd July

North Wales Outdoor Activity trip | W/B 5th July 2027

Summer Progress Report | W/B 5th July 2027



Form Time: Pastoral Team

-9B: Ms Tandon 
-9C: Mr. Coughlan
-9H: Mr. Holland
-9J: Mr. O’Connor (& Ms Hussain)
-9P: Mx Moreland
-9Y: Mr Lewis (& Ms Hussain)

Your first point of contact through admin@verulam.aetrust.uk (FAO)

mailto:admin@verulam.aetrust.uk
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YEAR 9: IMPORTANT 
YEAR 

           
PATHWAYS YEAR
Thursday 4th March- Options’ Evening





● Potentially the last time that certain 
subjects are studied at school

● Important to complete the year to the best 
of ability and not have effort decline after 
options have been chosen

● Keep as many doors open as possible with 
consistent effort across the year

● GCSE content will begin to be taught 
later in the year, particularly in the Core 
of English, Maths, Science

Year 9 - the end of Key Stage 3



Trip/Enrichment Opportunities 
Barcelona Football Tour 2027 (Invitation
Only)
28th June- 2nd July

Eryri Activity Adventure Trip 
2027 (Details coming soon)
5th July- 9th July



E-safety 
Mrs K Thackray



Home - School partnership - e-safety

1. Parental controls and guidance 
2. Impact on school life 
3. Where to find support 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_xwJ5u9I8o


What rules do you set around online 
usage at home? 

Source: Children and parents: media use 
and attitudes report 2024

While parental concerns in some areas have increased considerably, their 
enforcement of rules appears to be diminishing, partly because of resignation 
about their ability to intervene in their children’s online lives.

Information their child can share online (49%)
Spending money online (52%)

Types of websites and apps they can use 
(41%)

Video content their children are allowed to watch online (67%)



Why not have a family agreement to: 

• clarify what is allowed...or not

• establish ground rules like no phones at the table or in the bedroom at 
night-time

• agree shared expectations to reduce arguments and keep everyone safe & 
healthy

Download it at parentsafe.lgfl.net/digital-family-agreement

https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/digital-family-agreement


Parental controls:
• Controls have to be set up on both the broadband connection 

AND each individual device

• These do not come as standard so it’s worth checking

• They are important because they allow you to:
• Block and filter upsetting or inappropriate content or sites

• Plan what time and how long your child can go online for





Impact on school life: 
- Fatigue and difficulty concentrating in lessons, addictive traits 

develop. 

- Exposure to inappropriate online content - potential of concerning 
language being used, violence, harmful world-views.

- Potential of increased ‘unkind’ behaviours between peers - large 
wattsap groups are harmful and impact social relationships in 
school. 

- Mental health - feelings of isolation, anxiety and disconnect. 



Where to find support: 
● Form Tutors
● HOY
● School Safeguarding Team
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KS3  Summative Assessment Grading System 
Teachers and subject leaders will determine the extent to which students have 
mastered the key knowledge, understanding and skills at key stages in the curriculum 
by using the following attainment categories:

• Mastery
• Greater Depth
• Secure
• Developing
• Emerging 
• Working towards emerging



KS3 Reporting to Parents
We will compare the category your child’s teachers have reported against their expected 
attainment pathway. 

We derive our pathways based on the top 5% of students nationally and will report to you 
three times a year as follows:.   

• Exceptional progress - two categories or more above a students’ expected attainment
• Above expected progress - one category above a students’ expected attainment
• Expected progress - expected attainment
• Below expected progress - one category or more below a students’ expected 

attainment



What are options?



Compulsory subjects
English – English Literature and English Language
Maths – GCSE and Edexcel Awards
Science – Combined Science or 3 Separate Sciences
PSHE – not examined.
Core PE – not examined



Uniform 
• Navy Blue Blazer with badge 

• Black trousers of conventional cut

• White shirt – long or short sleeved 

• House tie 

• Grey V-necked pullover 

• Black shoes (not trainers)

• Dark grey or black socks 

• Coats can be worn at lunchtime in 
outside areas only. They should not be 
worn on transition to lessons.

• Hooded jumpers and sweatshirts are 
not a part of school uniform and 
should not be worn at any time.

• Blazers must be brought to school and 
worn

• Small things make a big difference.



Equipment: 

• Will be checked daily 
by form tutors 



Clubs and after-school activities
To be active and connect: 

We have a range of different 
clubs and after school activities. 

Clubs are advertised on the Website.

 



My Child At School: 
Know what is happening at 
school. 
• Attendance 
• House Points 
• Sanctions 

I saw that you 
were late to 
English, was 

everything ok?

Mrs. McInally 
gave you a house 
point today, what 

was that for?



This 
presentation 
already 
available on our 
website, under 
Learning-> 
Parents’ 
Information 
Evenings



Look to the future…
- Create a goal and work towards achieving that goal.
- To have choices and be able to achieve their 

ambitions.
- To enjoy learning and enjoy school life.


